
I C P F  M A G A Z I N E  I  I S S U E  N O .  2



ABIYA SUSAN KURIEN

ANN RACHEL WILSON

CAROLINE SUSAN

DANY YARLAGADDA

SHALIN MARY VARGHESE

RUTH MARY VARGHESE

RUTH RACHEL

SONA SAJI

GLORIA JOSEPH

JOANNA MATHEW

KEZIA CHERIAN

M
E

D
IA

 T
E

A
M

 M
E

M
B

E
R

SCHIEF EDITOR

ANISH K.S

PRINCE JACOB

GENERAL EDITOR
Dr. JEEVAN M , SOUMYA RAJU

ASSISTANT EDITOR
 ABEL BUSKUTTY

LOGO, LAYOUT AND DESIGN
 REBECCA MATHEW 

SHARON  SHAJI
CHRISTI SAJEE

CHAIRMAN

CONTRIBUTORS



EDITOR'S NOTE
- SOUMYA RAJU

ARTICLE
-AKSA SHIBU

POEM
-  DR .  NIKHIL  MATHEW ABRAHAM

CONTENTS

ART ATTACK
- J I T H U  S U N N Y

TESTIMONY
- JOHNSON. P .  MATHEW

CURRENT AFFAIRS
-ALEX IS  RACHEL VARGHESE

HUMOR
-DANY LAKSMAN YARLAGADDA

APOLOGETICS
-ALEXIS  RACHEL VARGHESE

01

02

07

10

12

13

03

TABLE OF

04

MISSIONARY LIFE
- S O U M Y A  R A J U05

11 UNSUNG HERO
 -SHALIN MARU REJI



GOD'S

HANDIWORK

ISSUE  2

Editor's Note
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do (Eph 2:10).

It's my immense pleasure to be a part of the second issue of the
e-magazine IMPACT. When crises has hit  at its peak in all
aspects of our lives , we pray that this magazine helps many out
there to grow closer to Christ and find strength and comfort.
This issue is a blessing as it talks about how it's important to
stay rooted in Christ and the endless love of our God. The
testimony and the heroes of faith will definitely impart a light on
our relationship with God and help us to come back where we
have fallen short. Globally, let all the youth out there who are
struggling to find their own identities and placing their hopes on
this mere earthly things know the love of Jesus Christ and feel
the change through this e-magazine .Thanks to all the
contributors , May His name be glorified .

SOUMYA RAJU, INTERN
BACHELORS OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, MCHP.
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 Being rooted in Christ keeps us
grounded and settled even when
tough times engulf us. Gradually
our faith and Christ-like qualities
radiate to the falling souls around
us. This will attract them to our
strong belief , joy and divine peace
even when everything else is falling
apart in life. Our Mighty Lord looks
into our hearts. When He sees our
faith even when things go wrong,
He provides us with what we need.
 
Our life is a process of God applying
heat and exposing our weaknesses,
our faults, our struggles and our
impurities. Heat is hot and
uncomfortable, but if we submit to
the heat, we are day by day
transformed into His likeness. The
heat and trials of our lives are not
evidences that God is cruel or has
left you, but ultimately are
evidences of how much God values
you and His desire for you to be all
He designed you to be. When we
run from the heat, our lives and
hearts harden, our impurities set
and we simply stagnate. It is God's
way of making us holy so we can
share in the peaceful fruit of
righteousness. In the heat, we see
His power displayed and we
become vessels for His glory and
reflectors of His image to the world
- and that is a life worth living, no
matter your circumstances!

TO BE ROOTED IN CHRIST

A plant receives its nourishment from the system of
roots deep inside the ground. Its lifespan depends upon
how strong its roots are. Likewise we Christians have to
be rooted in Christ to stay strong in our faith. Without
adequate nourishment from its life-source, a plant
withers and dies. What the metaphors of plants with
bad roots or no roots reveal to us is that if we remain
disconnected from Christ, then we will be unable to
access life to the full. We become much more susceptible
to being dragged into negativity without an anchor to
provide stability during turbulent times. Being rooted in
Christ means we have a strong desire to know Him, to
have faith in Him even when it's difficult to understand,
to spend time in His presence daily to grow stronger in
our faith. It means we submit to Him and trust in Him
with every part of our lives.

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built
up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
(Colossians 2:6-7).
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It didn’t seem a pain when the Father chose to give
His only begotten son to redeem the human race
But on that bloody cross when His Son cried out loud
Heaven couldn’t bare, no longer take that sight
Of its king hanging, torn apart on that rugged cross
Tortured, condemned, despised as a thief!

Many a times, the Father would have glanced at the
pearly throne of His beloved Son
left empty, His crown on it untouched
O! If you could see it, heaven’s brightness was
diminished
those thirty three and half years when its glorious king
Walked those dusty roads in the mask of His own
creation

O! how belittling was that attire,
How could the King of Kings fit into those clothes
woven by some human hands, designed for a mere
mortal
Rags they were in comparison to His royal garments,
Can you imagine the one who was clothed in glory
impermeable
Today he lay not even in rags but totally naked,yes
totally naked!

Oh man, fast to react, with revenge flowing in your blood
You choose to repay even though little is your strength. 
I beckon you today to Calvary’ hill 
Can you see the One lying on that cross  I wouldn’t mind
to make Him known to you
He was the Lord, Lord of all, yes your Lord!

If your little mind could fathom the power of this One
before you, who lay crucified
And sit back to think what would have happened
If He would just nod for the armies of above!
Nothing would have been left,
nothing would have been there
In split seconds it would all have finished, yes finished!

But the reason He chose to lay still,
The reason He bore everything thrown by insolent man
The reason heaven abandoned its own King
The reason for the silence that marked those minutes of
history
When the never ending worship before God’s  throne
stopped
Yes the reason that heaven stood still above the mount of
Golgotha;

Do you know the reason why it all happened? 
Do you know the reason why God stood helpless before
His son? 
Do you know the reason why those eyes always fixed
upon His darling son, were drawn shut that day?
Do you know the reason why those ears ever open to the
voice of Jesus, was deaf to it that day?
Do you know the reason why the Father forsook His own
SON?
Its just because of- YOU!

J U S T  B E C A U S E  
 O F   Y O U
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 Missionary  Sadhu Sundar Singh, born on 3

September, 1889 was an Indian Christian

missionary.  He is believed to have died in the

foothills of the Himalayas in 1929.  Sundar

Singh was born into a Sikh family in the

village of Rampur Kataania, Ludhiana (Punjab

state) in northern India. Sundar Singh's

mother took him to sit at the feet of a sadhu,

an ascetic holy man, who lived in the jungle

some miles away, while also sending him to

Ewing Christian High School, Ludhiana, to

learn English. Sundar Singh's mother died

when he was fourteen. In anger, he burned a

Bible page by page while his friends

watched. 

Sundar felt that his religious pursuits and the

questioning of Christian priests left him

without ultimate meaning. Sundar resolved to

kill himself by throwing himself upon a

railroad track. He asked that whosoever is the

'True God' would appear before him, or else

he would kill himself; that very night he had a

vision of Jesus. Sundar announced to his

father, Sher Singh, that henceforth he would

get converted into the missionary work of

Christ. His father officially rejected him, and

his brother Rajender Singh attempted to

poison him. He was not poisoned just once

but a number of times. People of that area

threw snakes in his house, but he was rescued

from mistreatment by the help of a nearby

British Christian. 

On his sixteenth birthday, he was

publicly baptised as a Christian in the parish

church in Simla,in the Himalayan foothills.

Prior to this he had been staying at the

Christian Missionary Home at Sabathu,

near Simla, serving the leprosy patients there.

In October 1906, he set out on his journey as

a new Christian, wearing a saffron turban

and the saffron robe of a sadhu, an ascetic

devoted to spiritual practice. 

SADHU SUNDAR SINGH

 In 1908 he went to Bombay, hoping to board a ship to visit Palestine

but was refused a permit, and had to return to the north.  He realized

during his stay in missions that Western civilization had become the

antithesis of original Christian values. He was disillusioned with the

materialism and colonialism of western society and tried to forge an

Indian identity for Indian church. In December 1909, Singh began

training for Christian ministry at the Anglican college in Lahore.

According to his biographers, he did not form close relationships with

fellow students, meeting them only at meal times and designated

prayer sessions. He was ostracized for being "different". Although

Singh had been baptized by an Anglican priest, he was ignorant of

the ecclesiastical culture and conventions of Anglicanism. His inability

to adapt hindered him from fitting in with the routines of academic

study. Much in the college course seemed irrelevant to the gospel as

India needed to hear it. After eight months in the college, Singh left in

July 1910.
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 After Singh propagated himself as a sadhu, albeit one within Christianity

because he realized Indians could not be converted unless it was in an

Indian way. "I am not worthy to follow in the steps of my Lord," he said, "but,

like Him, I want no home, no possessions. Like Him I will belong to the road,

sharing the suffering of my people, eating with those who will give me

shelter, and telling all men of the love of God."r returning to his home

village, where he was given an unexpectedly warm welcome, Sundar Singh

traveled northward for his mission of converting through Punjab, over

the Bannihal Pass into Kashmir, and then back through Muslim Afghanistan

and into the brigand-infested North-West Frontier and Baluchistan. He was

referred to as "the apostle with the bleeding feet" by the Christian

communities of the north. He suffered arrest and stoning for his beliefs, and

experienced mystical encounters. In 1908, he crossed the frontier of Tibet,

where he was appalled by the living conditions. He was stoned as he

bathed in cold water because it was believed that "holy men never

washed." 



In the first year, 1912, he returned with an extraordinary account of finding a three-hundred-

year-old hermit in a mountain cave—the Maharishi of Kailas, with whom he spent some weeks

in deep fellowship. The Maharishi of Kailas experienced ecstatic visions about the secret

fellowship that he retold to Sundar Singh, and Singh himself built his spiritual life around

visions.  During his twenties, Sundar Singh's Gospel work widened greatly, and long before he

was thirty, his name and picture were familiar all over the Christian world. He described a

struggle with Satan to retain his humility, but people described him as always human,

approachable and humble, with a sense of fun and a love of nature. This character, with his

illustrations from ordinary life, gave his addresses great impact. Many people said, "He not

only looks like Jesus, he talks like Jesus."  His talks and his personal speech were informed by

his habitual early morning meditation, especially on the gospels. In 1918 he took a long tour of

South India and Ceylon, and the following year he was invited to Burma, Malayasia, China

and Japan.  For a long time Sundar Singh had wanted to visit Britain, and the opportunity

came when his father, Sher Singh was converted. In the early 1940s, Bishop Augustine Peters,

another converted missionary from South India, sought out Singh's brother Rajender, led him

to the Christian faith and baptised him in Punjab. Rajender Singh referred to many reputed

miracles performed by Singh and people converted to Christ under his ministry.  Singh is

revered by many as a formative, towering figure in the missionary conversions of the Christian

church in India.

CONTD.

SOUMYA RAJU I  INTERN I  BACHELORS OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY I   
MANIPAL COLLEGE OF HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS
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May God’s name be glorified. I thank and praise God for

enabling me to share my life story in a section of this

magazine. I thank everyone in Lord’s name who has taken an

initiative to create this magazine and  given me an opportunity

to be a part of this magazine. 

My name is Johnson. I was born and brought up in a very

simple and ordinary believer family. I was raised in the

Christian faith that my parents had brought me up in. My

parents had toiled and worked hard with patience and lot of

trials for the kingdom of God, I had the fortune to witness

their dedication for the Lord’s work from a very young age.

Because I was brought up in a believer family, from the

beginning itself I had learnt from Sunday school and youth

meetings which enabled me to have the courage and boldness

to speak and share from the word of God in my latter years of

life. I have been influenced a lot by my mother’s prayer. I have

seen her crying and praying for the lost, for many families, for

neighbors and for our country as early as 3 AM in the morning

for many years. 

My dad had sold our land to build the church building. He had

made every effort possible to help pastors and the growth of

churches in my hometown. When he took a step for the Lord

to help in the building of churches he was by himself and did

not have much support from others, as a result our family had

faced a lot of financial struggles. We had faced many trials and

tribulations during this time. But God had not forgotten

anything that my family had sacrificed and had documented it

in his book and rewarded our family at the due time.

My great grandfather was involved in establishing one of the

first Pentecostal churches in Karnataka more than sixty years

ago. They were involved in ministry work for the Lord and

they had sincerely worked a lot during those days and

similarly even now God is using our family in small and big

ways for his glory. Many family members are still involved

with the Lord’s work as they have been gifted along with their

secular jobs. 

Due to financial restraints even though I had the wisdom and

interest to study well, I did not have the opportunity to study

the way I intended and wished to. Nevertheless, God helped

me tremendously to complete my education in an ordinary

way and brought me this far. Even though I was from a

believer background I understood that I had to establish a

personal relationship with God and that requires my decision

and my input.

For many years I lived as a lukewarm believer. As time passed

God led me through different circumstances and he gave me

ample amount of chances to taste and know him in my life. I

went through a lot of difficulties during my nursing studies

and career in India. I had many non-Christian friends who had

close acquaintance with me and I later realized the type of

friends I hang out with, will greatly influence my walk with the

Lord. Because of the kind of friendships I had I was not

spending time with God as I should have. Later on I realized

that my friend circle can impact my personal Christian life so I

started choosing friends wisely.

After completing my studies in Mangalore I went to Delhi to

seek for a job but I was unable to find any. At the same time my

class mates had already found good jobs at different places and

were getting settled. I had not got any help from anybody else.

God had a specific plan behind all that too.  After I came back I

applied at KMC Manipal and was offered a job. I was a part of

the ICPF church when I came to Manipal. During the initial

days I just used to come attend worship and leave before the

meeting ended, I did not want to build any fellowship or close

relationship with anybody. In spite of my family standing for

the lord; we were secluded at certain times. I had experienced

hurt and bad experiences in my spiritual life from certain

pastors so I had decided not to be too involved with anybody

anymore.

TESTIMONY
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During my time in Manipal,  my pastor had encouraged me a

lot and helped me to grow spiritually. God gave me many

spiritual friends and I had a very good and blessed time of

fellowship during that time. He was a blessing to many of us

and had taught us the word without adulteration. During this

time God used me in small ways for his kingdom. The

spiritual experience that I had will always remain in my

memory. In comparison to other believers attending the

church, I was from an ordinary background and did not have

the finances or the educational background to stand with

them, yet God used an ordinary person like me among all

those high profile people. If I look at my past, there was a time

when I was neglected by everyone. Everyone thought I was

useless and I won’t be successful in my life. I had to face

criticism when there were people going abroad and getting

good jobs while I was still struggling to find a good job. I was

looked down upon and belittled by lot of family members.

Everyone had made up their minds about me and they

thought my situation will always remain the same. From my

family and hometown church I had witnessed that a fasting

prayer is a medium to break the chains and bondages in our

lives. I had witnessed these fasting prayers as a way to get

answers to prayers in regards to job, money, healing etc.

I had heard a lot of prophecies in regard to me that there are

lot of obstacles and bondages in my life. Everyone had to say

about closed doors and no one had any word of hope or

encouragement to tell me. I was disheartened and

discouraged by many.  Moreover, I could not  forget some of

the pastors and the  Lord’s people who prayed, encouraged

and supported me in every situation without expecting

anything in return since my young age until now. I always

thank and praise God for pastors in my life that treated me

like their own brother and sincerely loved me. Their prayers

and support has been a big motivation for me to stand strong

in the Lord. God allowed me to understand a big truth in my

life that God’s love is constant and will not change, it remains

the same forever. Even if we do not love God, God still loves

us as his own children. I used to ask God, “Everyone is telling

only negative things about my future. No one has anything

good to say about me, but Lord you already paid the price for

all of our chains and bondages on the cross of Calvary. Then

why can I not pray for myself for a change in my situation,

why are  my prayers not answered?  “In this manner I started

communicating with God. After attending Manipal ICPF for a

while, my perspective in regards to certain spiritual topics

and my thought process started to change. I understood that,

fasting prayer is not to gain prosperity but to grow in our

spiritual relationship with God. We know that Jesus did not

fast for forty days to gain anything in this world. God revealed

to me that fasting prayer is a medium to build a closer and

stronger relationship with our heavenly father.

I started understanding the fact that whatever we earn here or possess

in this world be it beauty, wealth, education or talents everything will

fade away, but the only thing that will remain is eternity. The day I

understood this fact, I stopped asking God for worldly blessings and

my prayers were never focused on earning the worldly things. From

that day onwards God started changing my situations and my

circumstances. God did many miracles in my life after that. I am not

against prosperity and I am not saying that God will not bless us in

this world but God will definitely honor us like he honored David

and Joseph. God will surely lift us up in front of the people who

rebuked us and  ridiculed us,. We do not have to pray for such needs

as God will provide everything according to his riches as he provides

for a crying bird.
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In 2012 when I was still working in Manipal, I got

married and after a year in 2013 I came to the United

States. Even when I came here I was not aware about the

ways of this country. I was not mentally prepared to

come over here and I was not aware of the lifestyle over

here. I had never dreamed of coming to the United Sates.

I was not very thrilled about coming to US either, but I

noticed the mentality and attitude of people around me

changing. I have always been thankful to my God for

small and big blessings that he has blessed me with. I do

not take pride in any of my possessions but consider

them to be like grass that withers away and I put my trust

in God and not on worldly possessions. After coming here

I had to pass my RN board exams, but I did not have

much idea about how to prepare for it. My educational

background was very simple so I did not have much

knowledge to prepare for it. When I was preparing for

my RN exam I was very frightened and the thought that

used to haunt me was that I am not fit enough to pass this

exam. I compared myself with others and found myself

lacking enough knowledge and ability to pass this exam.

This continuous fear used to bother me and it used to

hinder my studies. One day I prayed to God for strength

and boldness and from that day onwards, God provided

me with a special courage and strength and he was with

me  like a friend  who consoles  and comforts me. I

cleared the RN exam and after that I waited for few

months without a job. I did not have anyone to

recommend me for a job, and then God miraculously,

opened a job for me in one of the biggest hospitals in the

US. It was a compensation for all my hard work and

struggles in my past years. God granted all the necessities

one by one. God provided a house, vehicles and all the

requirements in my life at his right time. God enabled me

to glorify him and testify his faithfulness in my life.

However, the goal in my life is to prepare for eternity.

We have to work out our salvation on a daily basis. I ask

for forgiveness and request God to sanctify me and to

purify me from all uncleanness and to use me more for

his kingdom’s sake. I have two siblings. Both my brother

and sister along with their families serve the Lord in the

ways they are able to. Most importantly I want to thank

my wife Vineetha, for her prayer and support in my life

through all the difficult and trying times that we had to

go through. She has been a constant motivator and a

partaker of my success from the time we got married

until this day. I have been very blessed to have her by my

side as a strong payer warrior during our good and bad

days. We are blessed with two kids, Tabitha and Eunice.

Our desire is to raise them as God fearing and obedient

children. 

Our everyday prayer is to see them worshipping and singing for our

Lord. Our desire is to see them serve the Lod in every way possible. My

ambition is to do great things for the Lord and serve him for the glory

of his kingdom. I am thankful that God has helped me to minister to

different pastors and to help them in their needs and ministry work as

needed. Even at my workplace, God enabled me to help a lot of people

to get jobs, and I am able to support some ministry work. My main

prayer and desire is to be used for God’s kingdom and through

whatever I do, His name should be glorified through my life. Behind all

these, I have the strong support of my parents, my family, my spiritual

brothers and sisters and many of the Lord’s workers laboring in his

vineyard. 

God is able to finish the good work he has started in us and is able to

help us reach the finish line. The difficulties and trials in this world are

nothing when compared to his promise to come and take us with him to

our eternal homes. May the Lord help each one of us to stand strong in

our faith and to run the race to win the price that has been kept for us.

Let us be able to encourage each other until his coming. He will never

leave nor forsake us. He is able to lead us through by holding our right

hand. He changed the situation of the sinful women and the thief in one

day; He is able to do the same with us. May God bless you all.

PAGE  9
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  SCIENTISTS DOCUMENT CASES OF ASYMPTOMATIC REINECTION    OF
COVID-19

AUROBINDO  COLLABORATES WITH CSIR FOR COVID-19 VACCINE.

SCIENTISTS FIND LIFE HARBORING GAS ON VENUS.

BAMBOO SHOOTS CAN BE AMONG THE CHEAPEST IMMUNITY BOOSTERS

NASA PLANS TO CARRY FIRST WOMAN, NEXT MAN TO THE MOON ON
2024.

AUSTRALIAN WHALES: 90 DEAD IN MASS STRANDING OFF IN
TASMANIA.

 Researches have reported that may be possibly a chance of being                                                                                                                                      
Infected twice by SARS-CoV-2 but it will remain asymptomatic. Moreover,
one of those who were infected appeared to carry a variant that conferred
resistance to neutralizing antibodies.  The people who tested positive are
majorly health care workers. 

 Aurobindo pharma said it will undertake clinical development and      
 commercialisation of COVID-19 vaccines being developed by three
CSIR(Centre for Cellular and Molecular biology) laboratories. According to
CSIR-CCMB Director Rakesh Mishra, the CSIR labs are working on novel
proteins for vaccine development that have the potential to address the need
for a second generation vaccine.  Aurobindo said. BIRAC which was set up by
the Department of biotechnology is supporting the firms COVID-19 vaccine
development by facilitating establishment of the r-VSV vaccine
manufacturing platform.

In fresh insight into conditions on our nearest planetary neighborhood,
scientists said that the atmosphere of Venus contain traces of phosphine gas;
which on earth is associated with living organisms.

The tallest grass on earth in its smallest form could be among the cheapest
immunity boosters for increasing the human body’s resistance to viral
attacks. Countries such as Philippines  have worked wonders with bamboo
and bamboo shoots vis-à-vis COVID-19. Bamboo has been a key ingredient 
 in new antimicrobials soaps and hand mists developed by Filipino scientist to
fight the novel coronavirus.

NASA is preparing to launch its Moon Mission for the year 2024. To achieve
the return of humanity on the moon, Artemis mission is all set to propel the
first woman and the next man, to further the innovative research with
advanced level technology to take the next giant leap, which will accentuate
the course of research done by the astronauts on Mars as well. The estimated
cost of the plan would be around $28 billion dollars consisting of $16 billion
lunar landing module . The lunar lander will take two astronauts with itself
including a man and a woman.

At least a third of 270 whales stranded off Tasmania have died and more
are feared to be dying, rescuers in Australia say. However, crews were
able to save 25 of the animals and are aiming to escort more back into
the sea.

HARISMAT KAUR QUITS CABINET IN PROTEST AGAINST TWO AGRI BILLS

RUSSIA INKS PACT TO TEST, SUPPLY SPUTNIK V VACCINE TO INDIA:

SCIENTISTS DISCOVER AN EARTH-LIKE PLANET CALLED Pi-PLANET.

Terminating the two agriculture reform bills passed by Lok Sabha  on
Thursday as ‘Anti- Farmer’ legislation , Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) MP and
Food Processing Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal resigned from the Union
Cabinet in protest. The SAD is one of the oldest allies of the BJP and Ms. Badal
was its sole representative in the Narendra Modi Government. Ms. Badal 
 tweeted that she had resigned in “protest against anti-farmer ordinaces and
legislation. Proud to stand with farmers as their daughter and sister”.

The Russia Direct Investment Fund which is piloting Russia’s Sputnik V
candidate vaccine, currently in Phase 3 trials, has partnered with the
Hyderabad based Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories to test and subject to regulatory
approvals in India, supply 100 million doses of the vaccine. The Sputnik V
vaccine which is based on well-studied human adenoviral vector platform
with proven safety is undergoing clinical  trials and is expected to be delivered
in the late 2020.

Astronomers at MIT have claimed to find a new look alike planet similar to the
earth . In a riveting combination of inferences that these astronomers have
drawn from their telescopic observation, the planet has been called ‘Pi-Planet’
pertaining to the fact that it takes exactly 3.14 days to revolve around its star.
The planet moves on the path of its orbit at the speed of 81 km/sec while it has
been named as K2-315b.

CURRENT
AFFAIRS

FOREIGN OBSERVERS NOTE ‘CHAOS’ IN PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE  IN THE US.

Joe Biden has been ahead of Donald Trump in most of the national polls since the
start of the year and is currently leading  in major battleground states where
the Republicans won in 2016. President Donald Trump and Democratic
Challenger Biden had heated exchanges on the first of three Presidential
Debates in Cleveland, Ohio where they squared off on several topics including
the vacant Supreme Court seat, the Covid-19 pandemic, the ongoing protests
against racial inequality, healthcare, climate change and mail-in ballots. While
Biden was targeted for his son , Hunter Biden’s  alleged Ukraine links, Trump
was questioned over a report that alleged he paid only $750 in taxes  in the first
two years of his presidency.
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The crucifixion, death and the resurrection of Jesus are the three

important events that changed the course of  history. It is

through this that men gained access to heaven and the eternal

life. When we look at these events, we see a man named, Simon

of Cyrene, who helped Jesus carry the cross to the Mount of

Calvary.  Simon belonged to Cyrene, a small city in the present

day Libya in North Africa. Simon was a Jew who came to

Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover, when Jesus was arrested.

He probably would have been on his way back home, when he

passed by Jesus carrying the cross to Calvary. Simon might have

heard about Jesus during his visit to Jerusalem and being a Jew,

he might have wished to see Jesus, as He was called ‘The King of

the Jews’. Simon did not carry the cross deliberately. Instead, he

was compelled by the Roman soldiers to carry the cross. This

practice of summoning someone else to carry the cross was not

usual, but Jesus had been so weakened by flogging and would

have lost a lot of blood, that Simon was forced to help Jesus

carry the cross. History suggests that the Cross Jesus carried

weighed around 247 pounds, which was also not usual.  Our

Lord Jesus, would have looked at Simon with a grateful heart

and blessed him. Although, Simon carried the cross out of

compulsion, that very single act, helped Jesus to accomplish His

Great Mission, that was bestowed upon Him by The Father. This

ultimately lead to the Salvation of the mankind, that each of us

enjoy today.  Through this act, Simon and his generations were

blessed. In Mark 15:21, we read that his sons were named

Alexander and Rufus. It is believed that they both were an

integral part of the Early Christian Movement during the rule of

the Roman Empire. Scholars say that, Romans 16:13 talks about

Rufus, the son of Simon, who was ‘chosen in The Lord’.  This

suggests that Simon and his family believed in the death and

resurrection of Jesus and the Salvation offered through Him. 

 Our God is a faithful God. He will never forget the things that

we do for the Glory of His Name. Sometimes, we might get

angry, we might grumble against Him. But, if we carry out His

purpose faithfully, He will bless us with His abundant grace, just

like how He blessed Simon and his generations. 

S I M O N  O F  C Y R E N E
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2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y  B C  & A C
B E F O R E  C O R O N A  A N D   A F T E R  C O R O N A

"Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the

devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the

powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God,

so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand firm.

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place,  and with your

feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which

you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the

word of God."

E P H E S I A N S
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IS THERE AN EVIDENCE THAT
GOD EXISTS?

When it comes to the possibility of God's existence, the Bible says that there are people who have seen sufficient evidence, but they have suppressed the
truth about God. On the other hand, for those who want to know if God exists, he says, "You will seek me and find me; when you seek me with all your heart,
I will be found by you." Let’s look on to some facts that the world seems to point out on the existence of God.

The complexity of our planet points to a deliberate Designer who not only created our universe, but sustains it today.
The Earth-its size is perfect. The Earth's size and corresponding gravity holds a thin layer of mostly nitrogen and oxygen gases, only extending about 50
miles above the Earth's surface.  The Earth is located at the right distance from the sun. Consider the temperature swings we encounter, roughly -30
degrees to +120 degrees. If the Earth were any further away from the sun, we would all freeze. Any closer and we would burn up. 

Water-colorless,  odorless and without taste, and yet no living thing can survive without it. The human brain simultaneously processes an amazing
amount of information. Your brain takes in all the colors and objects you see, the temperature around you, the pressure of your feet against the floor, the
sounds around you. At the same time your brain keeps track of the on-going functions of your body like your breathing pattern, eyelid movement, etc.

The universe had a start - what caused it?
 Scientists are convinced that our universe began with one enormous explosion of energy and light, which we now call the Big Bang.  Astrophysicist Robert
Jastrow, a self-described agnostic, stated, "The seed of everything that has happened in the Universe was planted in that first instant; every star, every
planet and every living creature in the Universe came into being as a result of events that were set in motion in the moment of the cosmic explosion. The
Universe flashed into being, and we cannot find out what caused that to happen."  The universe has not always existed. It had a start- what caused that?
Scientists have no explanation for the sudden explosion of light and matter. 

Science can never prove or disprove the existence of God, but if we use our beliefs as an excuse to draw conclusions that scientifically, we’re not ready for,
we run the grave risk of depriving ourselves of what we might have come to truly learn.

A P O L O G E T I C S
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